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John Thomas solimarfishjohn@gmail.com, Kermit Cromack kermit.cromack@oregonstate.edu

Hi Beth:

Here is the final version for the Committee to consider after receiving feedback from reviewers. Mostly people
were in agreement with the concerns — “too little information, and also too much!” No disagreement with the
key points, a couple of typos caught, and the picture with the human scale (Dale Hanson) got cut in half, so I
attached a smaller version.

Our request to the Historical Marker Committee is to: 1) remove the existing panel for reasons given below, 2)
replace it with a panel that is more accurate and meaningful historically and more relevant locally, and 3) give
these actions a high priority.

For this purpose I have included photos of the original sign and of the current sign with scale and a close-up of
text with this email. Several of us have had discussions and correspondence on these concerns and this
opportunity over the past year or more, and | have tried to briefly summarize those concerns below.

The three main concerns with the current sign are design, content, and omissions.

To begin, the older sign is distinctive, familiar, easy to read, and — perhaps excepting the last sentence — mostly
accurate and relevant to its location. By contrast, the new sign is not local history, or even state history, but a brief
biography of Jedediah Smith dominated by a map of the western US, an unrealistic illustration of idealized beaver
trappers on the Mississippi River, and littered with tiny print in a variety of fonts scattered everywhere. The closer
you look, the more words you see. For example, the photograph of a beaver in northern Mexico is labeled
“beaver” in tiny print, and then the photographer’s name in even tinier print above that. Why is any of that even
necessary on an official Beaver Board sign in the Beaver State with a large beaver already depicted above the
“Oregon History” title?

The old sign has the date and circumstances that brought Jedediah Smith and his men near this location on July
13, 1828; the new sign has the dates 1799-1831 — Jed’s lifespan, during which he spent a week or so in this
location, and about six months total in present-day Oregon. The old sign says Jed’s men were killed by “the
Indians”; the new sign shows a drawing of a family dwelling from an 1858 newspaper — but credits the Oregon
Historical Society as the source — which it describes as a “Quuiich winter village.” It’s a single building. Then
the map says “Kelawatsets” and the text says “Native Americans" and “L. Umpqua,” in addition to “the

Quuiich.” A more accurate version might say “local natives” or include the names of adjacent tribes that were also
involved in the killings and thefts.

On August 10, 1828, McLoughlin wrote that Smith’s men had been “massacred.” Smith used the same term in his
letter to the US Secretary of War in 1830, and so did government land surveyor Gordon in 1857. The most
famous book about Smith is by Morgan in 1953, who titled Chapter 13 “The Umpqua Massacre.” The old sign
calls it a massacre, and so does the dictionary. The two following links are to a current YouTube video with over
230,000 views with “Umpqua Massacre” in its title; as does the current scholarly journal of the Museum of the
Mountain Man, which features an article by historian Tom Holloway titled “Killing Competition with Kindness:
Jedediah Smith, George Simpson, and the Aftermath of the Umpqua Massacre.” Yet the new sign states
“Skirmished with Kelawatsets” on the map, and in the text states: ““A skirmish erupted between the trappers and
local Native Americans, the Quuiich (L.Umpqua).” They weren’t “Americans,” native or otherwise, few people
know that the “L.” stands for “Lower.” and it certainlv wasn’t a “skirmish” that somehow “erunted.” This is
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politics and semantics, not history.

THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN
FUR TRADE JOURNAL

VOLUME 17 2023

2023 Rocky Mountain Fur Trade
Journal - Volume 17 - Museum of
the Mountain Man
museumofthemountainman.com

Mountain Men vs. Umpqgua Warriors : The
Umqua Massacre
youtube.com

We think a high priority should be given to replacing the panel because of these historical inaccuracies and local
irrelevancies in light of current popular and academic accountings, but also because of the significant “errors of
omission” in the new sign.

The slight attention given the Native American/L. Umpqua/Kelawatsets/Quuiich and their “village” gives a
distorted and inaccurate perspective of the people who lived here in 1826 and 1828. The conflict with Smith and
his men had a significant and lasting impact on coastal families as well as on US and British claims of “Joint
Occupancy.” These people are represented, but barely, and very poorly. These were the people who lived here for
generations; Smith and his men, horses, and mules were just rude, wealthy visitors who would be gone shortly if
they weren’t stopped first.

And where are McLeod, LaFramboise, and Starnoose? The absence of the 1826 meeting with the Hudsons Bay
Comnanv. which was the first known local contact with white neonle. horses. cloth. metal tools. and euns — and
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certainly the first historical contact and accountings with coastal native communities on the central and southern
Oregon Coast — seems like a significant oversight, given the large amount of words and space on the new sign.
Likewise, the political and religious importance of the collaboration between Americans, British, and regional
native communities in the common recovery of stolen goods and the burial of 11 victims — quite likely with both
Catholic and Protestant prayers — was an event of national and international importance, and was recognized as

such at the time. And should be still, according to opinion.

Please consider our request to replace the current panel with one that is more accurate historically and relevant
locally.

Thank you,

Bob
Umpqua Memorial Committee
Creswell, Oregon

OREGON HISTORY
JEDEDIAH SMITH

JEDEDIAH SMITH, MAKING THE FIRST RE-
CORDED OVERLAND TRIP FROM CALIFORNIA,
FOLLOWED THE OREGON COAST NORTHWARD
AND ON JULY 13,1828 CAMPED WITH SEVEN-
TEEN TRAPPERS ON THE NORTH BANK OF
SMITH RIVER CHANNEL FIVE-EIGHTS OF A
MILE NORTHEAST OF THIS POINT. THE
FOLLOWING MORNING, WHILE SMITH AND
TWO COMPANIONS WENT FORWARD TO FIND
A RIVER CROSSING, THE INDIANS CAME INTO
CAMP AND MASSACRED ALL BUT ONE MAN.
SMITH AND THE SURVIVORS ESCAPED TO
FORT VANCOUVER, WHEREUPON JOHN
McLOUGHLIN SENT AN EXPEDITION TO THE
UMPOUA, RECOVERING SOME OF SMITH'S FURS

EQUIPMENT. JEDEDIAH SMITH HAD
?:gf.ﬁ AMBITIONS: TO SERVE HIS GOC%MTEO
PROVIDE FOR HIS FAMILY AND TO BE B,

A GREAT AMERICAN EXFLORER. IN A
| THREE THINGS HE SUCCEEDED.
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edediah Smith's explorations in the American

West began when he was 21 and lasted until
X ' his death at age 32. He crisscrossed the region in

k “ search of beaver pelts and new travel routes, His |
travel journals became a foundation for the first accurate '
maps of what is now the western United States. '
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