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Photo A. This composite of s
des a view of the mouth of the Smith River, with numbered locations pertinent to the
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Key to numbered sites in Photo A: 1 - GP5S location from Harvey Gordon survey. 2 — Auld’s
proposal for Smith campsite. 3 - Bend of Smith River from which Indians fired upon Smith'’s
canoe. 4 — Shore to which Smith, Turner and Leland escaped. 5 — Hill that Smith climbed to view

campsite.
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The route that Smith’s brigade followed from the Pacific coast to the mouth of Smith River is

superimposed in yellow on a topographic map of the area. The Pacific coastline is shown at

far left. CLINT GILCHRIST MAP BASED ON USGS TOPO MAP OF REEDSPORT, OREGON, 1980




Jedediah Smith’s Disaster at Defeat River

by James C. Auld

The tragic demise of Jedediah Smith’s Pa-
cific Northwest Expedition of 1828 on
the slippery banks of the Umpqua River re-
sulted in the deaths of at least fifteen Ameri-
can trappers. This paper describes recent
on-the-ground research, takes a fresh look
at historical accounts, and re-evaluates the
transcription of a primary historical docu-
ment in order to establish a new, more credi-
ble location for Smith’s final campsite where
disaster struck.

In the written history of the American
fur trade, this event has been called the
Umpqua Massacre. The term comes from
the location of the attack, not the tribal
name of the group that fell upon the Ameri-
cans. Hudson’s Bay Company Governor
George Simpson characterized the deadly
encounter as a “melancholy catastrophe.™
When William H. Goetzman wrote Explo-
ration and Empire in 1966, he described the
massacre as the “worst disaster in the his-
tory of the fur trade.” This grim distinction
compels further examination of the event.”

Research at the location suggests the
brigade’s last campsite was just inside the
mouth of Smith River, on its west bank.
Channels and several small islands occur
here as the Smith River rushes south to
join the larger Umpqua River, flowing west
to the Pacific Ocean. Visiting the site and
understanding the course the brigade took
along the north shore of the Umpqua River
led the author to review the original Har-
rison Rogers journal, instead of relying on
published versions. This review turned up a
previously unnoticed flaw in the transcrip-
tion, and helped confirm the bridgade’s lo-
cation inside the Smith River’s mouth.

On this small piece of grassy shoreline,
washed by tides and floods, a vicious attack
was committed on the American fur traders.

Prior interpretations

The earliest historical evidence, after pri-
mary fur trade documents, was supplied by
Harvey Gordon, who in 1857-58 surveyed
the area.’ Gordon wrote in his field notes that
he employed a party of Indians to assist him
on the survey and his notes indicate the spot
where the natives pointed out the location
of the site. Considering the survey was done
only thirty years after the battle, it is conceiv-
able these Indians may have been present
during the encounter and had legitimate in-
formation about the grisly incident.*

Historian Alice B. Maloney’s “Camp
Sites of Jedediah Smith on the Oregon
Coast” is based on research she completed
in the 1930s.° Maloney concluded the camp-
site was on one of the islands at the mouth of
Smith River, based on her interview with a
tribal descendant:

On the hillside overlooking the mouth
of Smith River lives a descendant of the
Umpquas, Huldah Perry. When I asked
her about the place of the massacre she
said, “Well I was always told it was just
here in front of me down on the flat op-
posite Jim Butler Creek.”

Smith would have wrangled his herd of
horses and mules up the Umpqua River, past
the site of the present town of Gardiner, and
around the bluff to the eastward to reach the
island at the mouth of what has come to be
known as Smith River.

The site was favorable enough for some-
one driving livestock. Maloney quoted
Charles Perkins, whose father was the first
settler in this region, as having said,

It was possible in early days to take
cattle around this rocky cliff over which
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in great detail. Gordon’s field notes, derived from Native accounts just thirty years after the

event, indicate the massacre site was on the point of land just above the “e” in “Goose L.”

US DEPT OF INTERIOR, BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, GENERAL LAND OFFICE RECORDS

there is no trail, by swimming them a
short distance, in fact, he himself had
done just this.”

On the other side of the bluff, the natural
geography helped corral the animals.

In 2006, Jedediah Smith Society member
Joe Molter used the 1857-58 Gordon survey
map, first published in 1944 by Lancaster
Pollard (see note 4), to calculate Global Po-
sitioning System (GPS) coordinates for a
potential massacre site. The location, on the
Lower Smith Road between Bolon Island and

the town of East Gardiner, along the Smith
River opposite Goose Island, correlates with
Gordon’s notes. Gordon places the site ap-
proximately eleven miles from the mouth of
the Umpqua (see topo map). Railroad exca-
vations, highway work and other soil distur-
bances have yet to report any remains that
would definitely fix the spot where the eleven
victims were allegedly buried.

A 2009 interview with alocal relic hunter
indicated several artifacts had been found
on the smaller of the two islands, and this
collector was convinced the items were

I
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that water levels are much lower, and more land is exposed, than in the 1858 Gordon survey.

CLINT GILCHRIST MAP

related to the Smith encampment. The col-
lector also reported a fellow treasure hunter
had found numerous items that dated back
to the early 1800s. Unfortunately, none of
this information could be confirmed be-
yond doubt.

Interpreting the Rogers journal

On July 12, 1828, Harrison Rogers, sec-
ond in command to brigade leader Jede-
diah Smith, wrote in his journal that the
party crossed the Umpqua River, traveled
three miles, then encamped. The next day it
pushed on four more miles, a total of seven
miles from the mouth of the Umpqua.
Writers have unquestioningly accepted this
mileage. The actual distance from the
mouth of the Umpqua to the mouth of the
Smith Riveris 12 miles. Thus, movinga total
of 7 miles on July 12-13 leaves the party 5
miles short of what would be the massacre

site at the mouth of the Smith River.

The original journal, which few seem to
have examined, shows the “3 m” written
over with another number, presumably by
Rogers. This number, a transcription origi-
nally made by Harrison Dale, has been ac-
cepted as a “3” but it could be another num-
ber.® In order for the party to arrive at the
mouth of the Smith River on July 13, the
number of miles traveled on July 12 must be
eight.” Though historians and writers agree
that the final campsite was near the conflu-
ence of the Smith and Umpqua rivers, they
have fallen short by misinterpreting the ac-
tual miles revealed in Roger’s journal.

Before the massacre

One particularly disastrous element of
the catastrophe was the amount of time, dis-
tance and energy expended from the gen-
esis of the journey to its eventual outcome.
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taken from a low-flying airplane, simulates

the view Smith would have had from the ridge to the east, on the opposite bank of the Smith

River. COURTESY OF AERIAL IMAGING RESC YURCES, REEDSPORT, OR

The intentions of Jedediah Smith, when he
started westward in 1826, could not have
predicted the course of events he and his
men would endure for the next three years.
Smith had left the 1826 summer rendez-
vous with a brigade of trappers in the em-
ploy of the Smith, Jackson and Sublette Fur
Company [see John C. Jackson article, this
volume]. Crossing the Mojave Desert, these
men became the first Americans to enter
California by land. The well-documented
journey through Lower California, and
eventual traverse of the Sierra Nevada and
the Great Basin by Smith and two compan-
ions, brought them back to the Great Salt
Lake in July 1827. After a ten-day rest at
the Bear Lake Rendezvous, Smith returned
West with a new brigade, planning to rejoin
men he had left in California. On August 18,
Smith’s party was attacked by Indians on
the Mojave River.” Smith and nine survi-
vors then crossed the desert, reunited with

the earlier group, and were in the San Fran-
cisco Bay area by September 1827.

The brigade left Mission San Jose around
New Year’s Day 1828, pushing hundreds
of horses Smith hoped to sell in the moun-
tains. The men trapped their way north, up
the Sacramento River, with the eventual
plan of returning to the Rockies in time
for the summer rendezvous. In April, near
today’s Redding, California, with no vis-
ible pass through the Sierra Nevada Range
to the east, Smith turned west and headed
for the Pacific Ocean. The expected destina-
tion was now Fort Vancouver, on the north
bank of the Columbia River. Their journey
through this wild, u nexplored region was es-
pecially troublesome. They were frequently
punished by rough terrain and harassed by
Indians for the next four months.

The exhausted band of trappers—turned—
wranglers finally reached the Pacific at
the mouth of Wilson Creek, near modern
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Photo C. The proposed massacre site on the west bank of the Smith River is viewed at ground

level from a nearby railroad trestle. jswes ¢ avio proro

Requa, California, on June 12, 1828. The
wild Oregon Coast from its southern ex-
tremity near present-day Brookings to the
mouth of the Umpqua River, nearly 134
miles north, is a tangled landscape of rivers,
canyons, coastline and hills. This topogra-
phy is complicated by many ocean-flowing
rivers with sandbars that twist and turn at
the rivers’ mouths. Tidal activity is a con-
stant obstacle to travel and navigation.
Smith’s movements after reaching the
coast and traveling north would be unlike
his previous treks across the western plains
and the Rocky Mountains. He had never
closely followed an ocean coastline. The
group would cross rivers, wait for low tides,
and use axes and shovels to clear rough
spots in the trail. Smith had no other trav-
elers’ testimony from which to draw. Each
local tribe he would encounter had a differ-
ent approach to visitors and unique trading
habits unknown to Smith(,l;'fThe tribes he

TN

y )

-

A\

would meet had names that translated as
“People of the Gravel,” “People among the
Rocks,” and “Reople Close to the Mouth of
the Stream@"‘—/ M R LoraY
Through interviews with local tribal
members anErTo_ng‘—tﬁle Anglo residents,
Maloney reconstructed the daily move-
ments of Smith’s brigade as it traveled
through a world only recently expos

such strange visitors. She chronicled twenty

Oregon campsites over twenty-one days
z—

Smith’s travel. By her count, Smith would

least tiyelve different

have encounter
tribes.
___——-——__v - .

The brigade started its journey north-
ward along the Pacific Coast. For the next
two weeks, Smith’s journal was peppered
with descriptions of

places rough with thickets and rock ...
thick timber and brush and swamps
which so much obstructed my progress

P
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that I was obliged to retrace my steps and
encamp ... the high ridge.ogwhich I was
traveling extremely rocky.”’

By June 23, they crossed what would later
become the California-Oregon state line.
They had been on the trail for six months
since leaving Mission San Jose."

On June 25, he sent out two men to search
for lost mules “but they soon returned as the
Indians at a village close at hand did not
appear friendly.”"” Rogers described the in-
cident with more detail. Encamped at the
mouth of Thoglas Creek, after crossing the
Chetcoe River at low tide, he wrote,

The 2 men that was sent back to hunt
the mule, returned to camp a little after
night and say the Inds sallied out from
their village with bows and arrows and
made after them, yelling and screaming,
and tried to surround them; they re-
treated on horseback and swam a smalh
creek and the Inds. gave up the chase.'®-

The Americans were about to enter a ter-
ritory OEWLRiYEF tribes
Moast. On _]un/e,2\7,
s Smith made camp on the south side of the
Rogue River, Maloney relates that “upon
the approach of the strangers, all inhabit-
ants fled, the women not even stopping to
carry off their baskets.””

Three American Indian groups are con-
r}@xer; the Kalapuya, the
Umpqua and the Kalawatset. The Kalapuya
lived high up on the Umpqua River, near
the headwaters of the Willamette and the
Umpqua, near today’s Roseburg, Oregon.
The Umpqua settled inland from the coast,
along the upper and middle reaches of the
eponymous river. The Kalawatset tribe was
essentially a lower Umpqua River variation
of these groups, living principally near the
mouth of the river and southward.

On June 28, 1828, Smith’s journal entry
mentioned a dozen of more-animals had

Sl i s e

e

2014

drowned, making a total of 23 horses or

//—\—/xh—/’//_/—‘

ﬁﬂw On
ednesday, July 2, Harrison Rogers noted
an area near modern Coos Bay, Oregon,
that “appears to leave the effects of carth
quakes at some period past, as itis quite cut
to pieces in places and very broken.”* On
this same day, Smith re-engaged the men
who had signed on a year earlier at the Bear
Lake rendezvous. They were offered “one_

dollar per day, _MW
e 19

agpm/sit,i eani X
Smith’s last journal entry on this expedi-
uly 3, 1828.

camp near the

YA

tion e brigade had made
oquille River, close to mod-
ern Bandon, Oregon.
e ——
At 2 miles from camp I came to a river
200 yards wide which although the tide
was low was deep and apparently a con-
siderable river. On first arriving in sight I
discovered some [two] Indians mounting
as fast as possible up the river in a canoe.
I ran my horse to get above them in order
to stop them. When I got opposite to
them and they discovered they could not
make their escape, they put ashore and
drawing their canoe up the bank they fell
to work Mgfh all their might to split it into

piece&‘l

Unpredictable reactions to Smith’s bri-
gade would become the norm over the next
two weeks. Some local tribes traded eagerly;
others fled or made piecemeal attacks on
animals and men.

Also on July 3, Rogers revealed that Tou-
saint Marishall caught “a boy about 10 years
old and brought him to camp.” He was from
the Willamette Valley and had been a slave
in the band frightened by Smith on the Co-
quille. The men named the youth Marion.”
The trappers fed the lad and gave him some
beads before he informed them through
“signs that the Inds. have all fled in their
canoes and left him.”** Though no reference
was made to Marion speaking English, the
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60}7 could converse freely with local Indi-
ans. He communicated using a mixture of
Chinook Jargon and a limited vocabulary of
Indian, English, and French words learned
throygh trade between whites and Indi-
ané;l’ithin a few days, the brigade was
joined by an “Indian guide who spoke Chi-
nook.”** Marion was likely able to commu-
nicate with this guide and pass information
between Smith’s party, the guide and other
Indians encountered as they moved up the
coast.”

The brigade camped near present
Chawi on Tuesday,\July 8,
about 33 miles south of the Umpqua River.
Rogers reported that arrows had been shot
into eight of their animals. An Indian inter-
preter told Rogers that “one Indian got mad
on account of a trade he made and killed
the mules and horses.” The next day, Rog-
ers noted “Captain Smith was somewhat of
the opinion that the Indians had a mind to
attack him from their behavior.” Within a
week, this was sadly the outcome for most

of Smith’s party.®® -
On SaturdayfJuly 12, tHe brigade crossed
the Umpqua Riverat§ oclock in the morn-

ing ;Lrﬁi_&l?bly traveled eight miles alon

_the west.and north shore. After setting up

camp, someone in the brigade discovered
that an axe was missing from their meager
tool kit. Rogers stated the Americans were

obliged to seize [the thief] before we
could scare him to make him give it up.
Captain Smith and one of them caught
him and put a cord around his neck.

They later found the ax buried in the sand
nearby and the thief was released.”’

The stolen axe incident| was certain
related to the t followed and the
level of hostility existing between the two
groups may have been underestimated by
both Rogers and Smith. Tragically, Smith
had little choice regarding what to do about
it. His horses had been trampling over tribal

2014

grounds for weeks as he moved up the coast

and hjs trade goods were running thin. He
had not acquired any supplies in the last ten

s, since the fall of 1827. m\)
miliated an Indian to locate the stolen axe,
o z — T a1l

Wﬁ_s;—rﬁvf vith an-outnumbering
W haps feign-
ing friendliness fortheire n advantage.
Roger’s journal entry for Sunday, July 13,
their last day of this long journey, read in

tribe of resti

part: “The traveling quite mirery in places;
we got a number of our pack horses mired
and had to bridge several places.”" Despite
these difficulties, the brigade pushed on an-
other four miles and by Sunday night was
encamped along the water’s-edge on the
west bank of the Smith Rive@ﬁe incident
of the day before seemingly forgotten, fifty
or sixty Indians came into camp to trade.
At least two historians have suggested that

Smith and his party were thrown off guqr;k
by the apparent good will of the Indiang.* /

This was a singular moment for Smith
and his fur trapping brigade. They were in
great danger and far from any protection.
Most of the men were-sick_and malnour-
ished. Disheartenin thunderstor?ns)‘rum—
bled overhead throughout the dﬁy/and into
the night. The options available to Smith
as a leader were essentially limited to keep-
ing the horses secured, getting the men to
clean and prepare their firearms for defense,
and attempting to stay dry and alert. His
thoughts that Sunday night must have been
focused on getting the whole expedition
moved out as soon as possible.

Rogers’ July 13 journal entry poignantly
noted that the party had nearly reached its
longed-for goal:

’

Those Inds. Tell us after we get up this
traveling to the Vel Hammett or Multe:
nomah — where the Callipoo Inds live.”"

|

S |

The Kalapuya Indians lived to the east,

near the dwaters of the Umpqua River

7

%
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KE)
and the drainages that flowed north into the
Willamette Rive is wagm’fhere Smith
and his small brigade wmﬂd/have been aim-
ing when they departef;l/fheir current camp.

Traveling would be difficult, especially
with th¢'caballada’of)228 horses and mules,
all that rermai
in the San Francisco Bay area with the pro-

ceeds from the beaver tzgiijg that had oc-
3\

the livestock purchased

curred in Smith’s absende.’? |
The horse herd would have to be driven

atross the Smith River next morningin ~
e o -
order to continue moving inland to reac

the north side of the Umpqua. Then that wa-

/——‘—_\-——‘_——\
terway would have to be forded to the south
,_ild_e’w\he&t\e—g) incipa ua River

Trail had been established:

Clues from accounts of the massacre
One of the few undisputed facts of the
massacre is its date — Monday, July 14, 1828.
A reliable version of the day’s activities
states that Smith, after informing Rogers to
keep the Indians out of camp, left in a canoe
with two men (probably Richard Leland
and John Turner) and an Indian to scout a
way to cxoss the Smith River with men and
horses, **
specified distance, either looking for a way
to cross, or_viewing a route suggested by

ey paddled up the river an un-

their guide.™ J

The men had been away from camp about
three hours and were returning when two
Indians fired on the canoe from bushes near
the campsite. Smith and his companions
escaped to the opposite shore and ascended
the nearest high hill north of today’s Butler
Creek. Seeing the camp empty; they set off
upriver in a northerly direction, in search
of a sate escape, most likely re-crossing the
Smith River within a mile or so of its mouth.

In his report, HBC Chief Factor John
McLoughlin stated that

While looking about to see where his
people could be, an Indian from the
shore spoke to an Indian with him ...

at the same time natives that were hid
in the bushes fired on Mr. Smith and his
two men, who escaped by paddling to
the opposite bank ... After proceeding a
few miles [up the Smith River] returned
¢ when within sight of his camp seeing
none of his people at the place, it struck
him with surprise.*

.. Smith ascended a hill from whence he
could see his camp distinctly, but seeing
none of his people & from none of them
coming forward when he was fired on
though within reach, he naturally con-
cluded they were all cutt off.*"

Regarding the massacre site, two hints
come from McLoughlin’s report. In order
for the men to have heard Indian voices
from shore, the canoe must have been rela-
tively close to shore; and the camp’s location

was visible from a canoe on the river.

From an account not uswally

comes a narrative of the attack.

@g@uho had met Jedediah Smith in

1824 in the Rocky Mountains and later at
Fort Vancouver in 1828, conveyed Smith’s
version of events at the mouth of the river:

Finding myself among Indians, whom,
from their possessing many articles of
European merchandize, and frequently
naming you [Ogden| and several other
gentlemen, I began to consider no lon-
ger as enemies, I relaxed my usual vigi-
lance. Having prolonged my stay for two
days, to recruit the worn-down animals
I had purchased at St. Gabriel, on the
third morning I directed Mr. Rogers, my
assistant, to have everything in readi- |
ness, desiring the men also to clean their
riﬂes’,—};reparatory to start on the mor-
row. I then, accompanied by two men,
embarked in a canoe, and proceeded in
search of a suitable crossing-place, the /
banks opposite our encampment being |
too steep for the horses to surmount.

131
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On my return, after an absence of three i t first to speak. Within a month,
hours, when within half a mile of the McLoughli rganized a recovery

—— —~ e f_,_,_/———————‘“
tents, I observed a number of Indians ) en, including Smith,

“rumning towards us along the bank, yell-

ite and salvage any merchandise

ing most fearfully. Immediately suspect- Massacre
ing what happened, we crossed over, and still in the area. This large brigade was led
. secreted ourselves in the bushes, the Indi- by Alexander McLeod, who had returned
l ags-discharging their gunsyt us w1thout from_thgt same region just three months
effect. Anxious to ascer tain thefate ofmy earl . (‘f/
\ party, I then ascended an eminence, from T LU
whence I could plainly perceive that the The Recovery Mission e /’(k&
camp was des a vestige of The recovery expedition left/Fort Van-

man, harseﬂﬂle_to_ég_g,gu_ couver on Saturday, Septembfer 6.)There is
- ample evidence that Smith wanted to rep-
Though conscious that the wretches rimand the perpetrators if possible, having
would not dare to pursue us, in a country told McLoughlin,
so thickly wooded, 1 yet considered it to ,
be most prudent to be concealed during Should you think it necessary for the ben-
the day, and to travel only under cover efit of your Company to punish these In-
_; \ of the night. O(the second day, we per- dians you would confer a favour on your
, | | ceived some of the Company’s servants humble Servant to allow him and his
(// who conducted us safely to Vancouﬁ'r ” \/ Men to assist.*
Accounts generally agree that after Smith McLoughlin sent a letter to McLeod
left cam ior_to the attack,_a high-  advising caution and directing McLeod to
rankin Kalagei‘:fzaﬁ\had moﬁ?g a recovergas much of Smith’s prfperty as pos-
horse and rlddenmund the/c;%'p When  sible while restoring law and order] to the/)— ;’),b
Arthur Black ordered hlmjg—i)_o;;—e—the 4ﬁ§hmﬂ not order '.K
chief was offended{ Moreover,)Harrison me war on any of the tribes
Rogers was 1ccuseddm to lureayc}u/n—g_‘ responsible, but gave hlm}lZeway to take
Kalawatset worﬂn\rﬁt’—h\(‘m proper action if n edeo
3 scene that Tesulted in retribution_from McLeod’s ﬁmver the next two
her brother. At a given signal, thg months offers valuable information about
ensued.” s the events leading up to the massacre, as
Black later told McLoughlin he had been  well as current news circulating in the area.
cleaning his rifle when attacked, but man- ~ On October 10, a rumor “purporting that
aged to run into the nearby woods and  four of Mr. Smith’s Men are in the custody
escape.”” Of all the men left in camp that  of Cahoose Indians” fueled hope that some
- morning, only Black found his way to the  of Smith’s men had survived, but nothing
~ N ocean and safety.* Th ining mem-  resulted from this report.*
bers of the party eithendisappeared obwere The next day, the Umpqua chief and a
- killed, incJudin the youn arion. dozen tribal members arrived at McLeod’s

After twenty-six days of persistent travel, ~ camp. A conversation between McLeod,
Jedediah Smith, Richard Leland and John  Smith and the Umpqua Chief resulted in
W— the chief’s testimony regarding the causes
ver on August 10, 1828. This was barely  of the attack.”® He had just come from the
two days after Arthur Black had stumbled ~ “Kellywasats” and gave their version:
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[The Kalawatsets] were much influenced

by the Assertions of Wy
[Amertcans] tdigg%e_mth_a_t_{bmu_eﬁe_
a_different people from us, and would
soon monopolize the trade, and-tr#-us

[HBC] out of the Country."’

The old chie@@at the HBC

evil intentions” towards them. He had been
informed that the Americans boasted about
territorial claims and that “they would soon
possess themselves of the Country.” When
Smith was informed of this, he told McLeod

he did not doubt of it, but it was without
his knowledge and must have been inti-
mated to the Indians through the Medium
of a Slave boy attached to his party.*

For the next two weeks, this cheerless ex-
pedition gathered Smith’s horses, furs and
personal property from Indians they met
scattered along both sides of the Umpqua,
frequently weathering heavy wind-blown
rains, common along the Oregon coast in
autumn. They managed to gather a few fire-
arms, 139 large and 24 small beaver skins,
some 44 otter pelts and miscellaneous
clothing, supplies and camp gear.*” As ar-
ticles and animals were returned, HBC men
aiding Smith took them upriver for safe
keeping among the Kalapuya. Perhaps most
importantly, they managed totecover some
of the expedition’s journa@injl)c
this is where Roger’s journal was recovered,
after having been in the hands of local Indi-

is believed

ans for almost fc four months.
On October 28, the part
the Umpqua to the sea, stopping

at the entrance to the North Branch
[Smith River], where Mr. Smith’s party
were destroyed, and a Sad Spectacle of
Indian barbarity presented itself to our
View. The skeletons of eleven of those
Miserabl Sufferers lying bleaching in

TN/__b_ﬁ
the Sun\aﬁer aying the last Service to
their remains we continued forward and

made the coast.” '

It is not clear whether this “last Service”

included buria only a—prayer of some

or is it sure wheré was

e servi

tack-or where t
By November 12,/ the recovery

had retummpqua River, re-trac-

ing the route of Smith’s brigade from July 12
and 13. The party camped on the island at
'_——-——-"‘

the entrance of the Smith River, which the
men were now calling “Defeat River.” Smith
then moved the collected horses and mules

the same route he had investigated on

the day of the massacre. Using Indians as
guides, Smith asked McLeod for men to as-

sist him in driving the horses. Smith and six

men accomplished this task then reunited
with McLeod five days later on the Umpqua.
Within a week, the party was on the return
raj baa.>

By December 10,\Smith and the HBC re-
med to Fo

| YE@M@COincidenﬁﬂy HBC

Governor George Simpson was touring the

post as part of a 5,000 mile grand tour of
HBC trading establishments. By Decem-

ber 29, Simpson and Smith had agreed on a
(pri?fﬁf the recovered furs and the horses
that Smith, lackmg manpower, could no lon-
ger manage [see pages 94-95 in this volume

for an image of the perti dger entr ies].

after sight.” Perhaps Smith was willing to take

dgitgl/d_o\w/n\) a discount if the payment would be available
sooner, because on h 9, 1829, three days

before he left For¢¥ancouver, he accepted
@P_c&]ds sixpence, payable “at t sight.” o
~ On Man.hwuededlah Smith and
Q@ned an HBC supply boat
going up the Columbia River with stops at
Fort Walla Walla, Fort Okanogan, and Fort

Colvile. From there, Smith and Black
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HBC archives show the amount toi}S(SOj
pounds 2 shillings sixpence, payable “30days



134

A
i
N
ma S
\"H_\\ ~ /
\} /
ﬂ -

THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN FUR TRADE JOURNAL

proceeded on passing the Flathead trad-
ing post on the Flathead river, until he
joined one ofhispartnet;fD. E. Jackson)
in the Colanais countrw

No one benefited from this tragic en-

counter. The

Wamﬁi;
h%f\l(: trading status wi h d‘KHL[ITd/SO\Jr?S
Gy, Pt SN

Bay Company in the years that followe
WMase and intertribal warfare,
they never regained the populations of ear-
lier t1m@Trouble accelerated, especially
for the Kalawatset, who were described ten
years later as “the fiercest, most intractable

| and vindictive of all the Lower Columbia

tnbeé.,’i)f\fter 1828, their reputation as
violent, untrustworthy traders diminished
their influence along the Oregon Coast.
Beginning in the late eighteenth century
and as a result of the Northwest coastal
ur trade, exploration, and settlement, na-
tive populations fluctuated and declinec{.'t’/

! There are no estimates of village popula-

tions ummogershﬁﬁmah to
use for ¢ “comparisons of{arlxer trlbal size,
althoughggg:;n;d of epldemlc diseases as-
sumed Mﬁre contact” populations
for Oregon Coast tribes had been “seriously
affected by smallpox in the 17704

Jedediah Smith and his brigade suffered
greatly from the loss of lives and property.
Instead of an uneventful three-week jour-
ney up the Umpqua and down the Willa-
mette to Fort Vancouver, where the brigade
would have re-supplied, the enterprise was
stalled by a four-month recovery expedi-
tion, followed by a three-month travel delay
at Fort Vancouver, before the eventual re-
union of Smith with his partners in Pierre’s
Hole in August, 1829.

Even the HBC suffered losses from this
event. The recovery expedition wasa dragon
its resources and caused a re-evaluation of
trading practices with Indians on the South-
ern Oregon Coast. The Company benefitted
from interviews with Smith about the geog-
raphy of California, but by 1843 had lost its

2014

influence in the Oregon country to Ameri-
can settlement.
The ten-year-old slave bo ion,
would never know how right he was when
—7_ ‘
he told the Katawatsets that the Americans
about territorial claims, and

\'ﬁat they would soon possess themselves of

the Country.”

A new interpretation

This new proposed site for the Umpqua
Massacre fits the criteria well. The flat at the
east end of the peninsula at the west bank
of Smith River, near what is now East Gar-
diner, is bordered on the > east by the river
@g_@ the west by a steep hillside. This

topography would have made a convenient
place to corral the herd. The men would
have had to guard only a relatively small ac-
cess; by setting camp in that gap, they could
easily keep an eye on the animals.

Tlle__iite is across the Smitﬁ_&iy@m}__
Butler Creek, which—accords with a tribal
ancestors report. It can be seen from the hill
directly to the east, whereas other suggested _
sites are not visibl from the hill. Further,

a canoeist pme Smith River
could have heard men speaking or calling
out from this location and would have a clear
view of tents set up on the site. It is twelve
miles from the mouth of the Umpqua, cor-
relatmg'Better Murnal entries th than the" |

“This new research may affegt t future a ar- 7
chaeological activity and better interpret™. -
the disaster at Defeat River.

James C. Auld is an author and independent
scholar of early nineteenth-century Western
American fur trade history and a frequent
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appeured in the Hist (Jmnnelﬁlm, Tam-
.Smtrh. He servedfor 8 years on the Board of
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hley-Smith Explorations, 270.
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