
Jedediah Smith trail 
expeditipn ends at 
site of massacre 

Al LePage will wind up his expedition that retraces 
the journey of early explorer Jedediah Smith this week in 
Reedsport. LePage began Jedediah Smith Millennium Ex­
ploration at the Smith River in California on June 23 and 
will finish it on July 14 at the Smith River in Oregon, be­
tween Reedsport and Gardiner at the site of a massacre 
that killed most of Smith's expedition party. 

Several events are planned locally to celebrate the 
completion of LePage's trek. On Thursday, July 13, at 9 
am, LePage will deliver "trail mail" to the Gardiner Post 
Office. The mail was collected in Brookings and carried 
along the coastal trail to Gardiner. At 11 am LePage be at 
the Umpqua Discovery Center for a special ceremony. 

At 1 pm, historian James C. Auld will present a slide 
lecture on Jedediah Smith at the UDC and again at 7 pm. 
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The above map is a 
reproduction of the 

field map filed in 
the U.S. Land Of­

fice in Portland by 
Harvey Gordon. The 

X marks the spot 
where Smith's men 

were killed. 
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Re-enactment of early Explorer's journey brought to Reedsport area 
It was July 1828 again and Explorers" Exhibit. A mural 

Jedediah Strong Smith was tell- showing Jedediah Smith over­
Ing exciting stories about his loo g the Smith River is fea­
Journey from the Smith River in tured in the mural. 
California to the Smith River in Another special guest was 
Oregon. Along the way, his James Auld, historian and au­
trappers and explorers had en- thor. He has rese·arched 
cou~ter rugged terrain as they Jedediah Smith's life and pre­
Journeyed north sometimes • sented a slide show and talk on 
along the southern coastline him. Auld has a book, "Follow­
and sometimes over the land. Ing Fortune" that will be pub­
Smith was the first non-native lished in 200 l. He was also 
to venture In the area. Joined by Wayne Knauf who is 

Along the way, the group of the great-great-grandson of 
19andabout300headofhorses Emily Picard Laframboise who 
and mules met the native In- was married to . Michel 
dlan people and most of the Laframboise, theCalifomiaBri­
meetlngsweregood. Therewas, gade Captain for Hudson Bay 
however, an incident that close Company. He accompanied 
to the July 14th day that stirred Smith back to the Gardiner site 
up the Indians in the area and and the discovery of the dead 
when Smith, 2 others and an trappers in the Smith party. 
Indian guide were out of camp, Ernny was the daughter of An­
a battle took place and all of the. drew Picard who sold David 
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Re-enactment of ear y xp orer's Journey 
It was July 1828 again and 

Jedediah Strong Smith was tell­
ing exciting stories about his 
Journey from the Smith River in 
California to the Smith River in 
Oregon. Along the way, his 
trappers and explorers had en­
counter rugged terrain as they 
Journeyed north sometimes • 
along the southern coastline 
and sometimes over the land. 
Smith was the first non-native 
to venture in the area. 

Along the way, the group of 
19 and about 300 head ofhorses 
and mules met the native In­
dian people and most of the 
meetings were good. There was, 
however, an incident that close 
totheJuly 14thdaythatstlrred 
up the Indians in the area and 
when Smith, 2 others and an 
Indian guide were out of camp, 
a battle took place and all of the 
party that was camped along 
the Smith River were killed ex­
cept one man who fled into the 
woods and escaped. 

When Smith, who had made 
Ws way up to Fort Vancouver 
heard the news, he returned 
and found the remains of his 
party and buned them. Today. 
100 years later, the events of 
the Jedediah Smith exploration 
have been relived by the visit of 
Al LaPage who traveled over the 
route taken by Smith in 1828. 

LaPage, who took on the 
person of Smith, arrived In the 
ReedsportareaonJuly 13. He 
first stopped at the Gardiner 
Post Office and delivered -:rra.u 
Mail" to Postmaster Linda 
Murray-Stange. Then It was on 
to the Umpqua Discovery Cen­
ter and a dedication of the "Early 

Explorers· Exhibit. A mural 
showing Jedediah Smith over­
looking the Smith River Is fea­
tured in the mural. 

Another special guest was 
James Auld, historian and au­
thor. He has researched 
Jedediah Smith's life and pre­
sented a slide show and talk on 
Wm. Auld has a book. "Follow­
ing Fortune· that will be pub­
lished in 2001. He was also 
Joined by Wayne Knauf who Is 
the great-great-grandson of 
Emily Picard Laframboise who 
was married to Michel 
Laframboise, the California Bri­
gade Captain for Hudson Bay 
Company. He accompanied 
Smith back to the Gardiner site 
and the discovery of the dead 
trappers in the Smith party. 
Emily was the daughter of An­
drew Picard who sold David 
Douglas horses when he ex­
plored the northwest. The Dou­
glas Fir is named after him. 

Two memorial ceremonies 
were held, one at the river by 
the Discovery Center and the 
other at the possible site of the 
Smith camp in East Gardiner. 
A J'<\Ver and wreath was cast In 
the water whlle the names of 
the slain trappers were read by 
Auld. 

At the closing ceremony in 
East Gardiner. LaPage. who Is 
the Founder and Directorofthe 
National Coast Trail Associa­
tion, dedicated the final portion 
of the Journey as the Jedediah 
Smith Millennium Trail. 
LaPage's Journey as Jedediah 
Smith began about 12 years 
ago and like Smith of 1828, it 
has been an incredible Jour­
ney. 

edecliab Sm! ~e tum 'frail enck ll' t ve 
Al LaPage as Jedediah Smith dips the Millennium Trail Marker 

in the Smith River near East Gardin~ marking the final stop In 
Ws Journey from Smith River, CA The marker was carried along 
the entire trtp La Page made to the Reedsport area. A marker was 
presented to Portia Harrts. Director of the Umpqua Discovery 
Center at a program held there on Thursday. 

Historian James Auld 
James Auld. historian and author on the life of Jedediah 

Strong Smith, presented a slide show and program on the early 
explorer at the Umpqua Discovery Center. Prior to the program, 
a memorial service was held at the waters edge and a wreath was 
cast on the waters in memory of those in the Smith camp who 
died on July 14, 1828. 
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A Common Bond 
Al LaPage. James Auld and Wayne Knauf were brought together by a common bond - Jedediah 

Smith. LaPage, founder of National Coast Trails Association. became Jedediah Smith for a·n 
enactment of Smith and had traveled the route taken by the early explorer from Smith River, CA 
to Smith River, OR. Auld, a historian and author. has researched the life of Smith and has written 
a bookabout Smith that will be published In 2001. Knauf is the great-great-grandson of Emily 
Picard Laframboise who was manied to Michel Laframboise, the California Brigade Captain for 
Hudson Bav Company who returned with Jedediah Smith to the camp where the explorers had 
been slain In 1828. Her father, Andrew Picard, sold David Douglas horses when he was exploring 
the area. The Douglas Fir is named after him. 

End of the Trail 
Jedediah Smith (Al LaPage) and a small group met at the 

possible site of the camp of the early explorer and his men in the 
East Gardiner area where the Smith River flows by Bolon Island. 
Hlstortan James Auld read the list of names of those slain at the 
1828 camp site. Another guest present was Jim Renner of the 
Oregon Travel Information Council. A brief memorial service 
was held and the final closing was when Smith dipped the 
Millennium Marker In the Smith River. 



Remembering those who died in 1828 
A memorial ceremony was held at the dock near the Umpqua Discovery Center to remember.the 

early explorers who died on July 14, 1828 that were in the.Jedediah Smith party. From left are AI 
LaPage as Jedediah Smitb, Reedsport Mayor Tom Hedgepeth, Wayne Knauf of Lodi, CA who cast 
the wreath on the water in memoriam, Historian James Auld, and City Councilor Russ Ekstrom 
who read an prayer from an 1800 prayer book. 

Pictures and words capture the past 
The "Early Explorers" Exhibit at the Umpqua Discovery Center was the perfect place to meet 

Jedediah Smith, both the 1828 one and the 2000 one. Al LaPage who has been the early explorer 
for several months as he traveled on the route taken by Smith in the early l 800's to the Reedsport 
area met the artists of them ural that shows Jedediah Smith and his men looking out over the Smith 
River. Peggy O'Neal and LanyWatson did the beautiful mural in the Early Explorers Exhibit. On 
the right is Historian James Auld who is writing a book on Smith that will be out next year. He 
presented a slide show and talk on the life of Jedediah Smith at the Discovery Center. 



Gardiner Postmaster Linda Murray-Stange reads some of the 
"Trail Mail" delivered byJedediahSmith. The mail was greetings 
to the Gardiner Community Historical Group that is planning 
the 150th birthday of Gardiner in 2001. Smith canied the mail 
from the southern coastal communities that he passed through 
on his trek over the route that was taken by Smith in 1828. He 
also presented Linda a brass thimble, part of the trade goods 
used along the trail. 

The Mayor and Jedediah Smith 
Reedsport Mayor Tom Hedgepeth welcomed Jedediah Smith 

to the Umpqua Discovery Center and stepped back in time with 
the dedication of the MEarly Explorers" Exhibit at the center. The 
Mayor said that 1oday. on July 13, 2000,,we dedicate our "Early 
Explorers" Exhibit in memory of Jedediah Smith and the early 
explorers who came looking for fortune and discovered that the 
treasure of the Oregon Coast was it's vast natural resources " .. 
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