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2019 SWOCC ELLIOTT STATE FOREST DRAFT RECREATION PLAN 
 

May 21, 2019 Loon Lake Field Trip 
 
The BLM Elk Viewing Area, Loon Lake recreational developments, and forest signage will be 
the focus of this field trip. Recreational activities including wildlife viewing, landscaping, 
historical sightseeing, camping, boating, fishing, and their economic potentials will be discussed: 
http://www.orww.org/Elliott_Forest/Recreation/Field_Trips/Loon_Lake.html 
 
 
A-1. BLM Dean Creek Elk Viewing Area. Two 10-15 minute stops to inspect facilities; 
interpretive signs vs. historical markers; 1994 acquisition, income, and maintenance costs?  
 
A-2. Hinsdale Rhododendron Garden. More than 700 identified plants first established on 
family farm by Howard Hinsdale, beginning in 1940. Currently being restored by BLM and 
“Friends of Hinsdale Garden.” Some plants are more than 120 years old. Brief stop. 
 
B. Oregon Parks Brandy Bar Umpqua Wayside. Brief stop. Birds, fish habitat, exotic fish, 
boating, aesthetics. Landscaping and facilities maintenance costs? Income potential? 
 
C. Loon Lake BLM and Private Campgrounds. Drive-through tour of closed BLM 
campground and privately-owned Loon Lake Lodge and RV Resort. Landscaping and signage? 
 
D. Huckleberry Point. Isolated Elliott Forest lake frontage, BLM campsite (w/porta-potty at 
times). Huckleberry picking. Commercial development? Fishing? Camping? Sell or trade?  
 
E. Indian Point Trail (if time). 10-15 minutes, history, hiking, camping, fishing, huckleberries. 
 
 
PDF Reference Files: 
 
City of Lakeside 2016 “Wayfinding” (directional signage) Report: 
http://www.orww.org/Elliott_Forest/Recreation/Tenmile_Lakes/Oldson_20160415.pdf 
 
Elliott Road Signs: Lionel Youst’s book, Lost in Coos, chapters 2, 5, 6, 8, 11, and 12: 
http://www.orww.org/Elliott_Forest/History/Youst/Youst_20110000.pdf 
 
Hinsdale Rhododendron Garden (1912-1940-1994-2019), cultural landscapes: 
http://www.orww.org/Elliott_Forest/Recreation/Loon_Lake/Hammond-Wylie_20070923.pdf 
http://www.orww.org/Elliott_Forest/Recreation/Loon_Lake/Hammond-Wylie_20080101.pdf 
 
Recreation Economics: 2014 economic assessment, funded by conservative Oregon “think tank”: 
http://www.orww.org/Elliott_Forest/References/Academic/Cascade_Policy_Institute/Sims_et_al_201407.pdf 
 
Library: 
 
Beckham, Dow 1990. Swift Flows the River: Log Driving in Oregon. Arago Books, Coos Bay, 
Oregon: 207 pp. 
 
Noel, Linda, and others 1981. Pictorial History of the Lower Umpqua, 2nd Printing. Lower 
Umpqua Historical Society, Reedsport, Oregon: 106 pp. 
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