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The Oregon State Land Board convenes to a packed room in Salem, Ore.,
Tuesday, May 9, 2017. The Board has ditched its plan to sell the Elliott
State Forest, deciding to keep it in public hands and ordering the
Department of State Lands to examine suggested options, including
selling it to Oregon State University as a research forest while allowing
timber harvesting, public access and protection of endangered species.
(AP Photo/Andrew Selsky) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AP
By ANDREW SELSKY, Associated Press

SALEM, Ore. (AP) — The Oregon State Land Board on Tuesday
ditched its plan to sell the Elliott State Forest, deciding to keep
it in public hands and ordering the Department of State Lands
to examine options, including selling it to Oregon State
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Supporters of a drive to keep Oregon's oldest state forest in
public hands erupted in cheers after the board, composed of
the state's top three elected officials, made the unanimous
decision. Complicating the issue: Timber harvests from the
forest fund Oregon schools, but sales have slumped in recent
years because of protections for endangered species,
particularly the spotted owl, marbled murrelet bird and coho
salmon, causing a loss instead of a gain.

"There was a tidal wave of Oregonian support to keep the Elliott
public that couldn't be held back," Cascadia Wildlands
Executive Director Josh Laughlin said after the vote. "The Land
Board's decisive action today was visionary."

Almost three hours of testimony by forestry experts, local
citizens and the president of Oregon State University preceded
the decision. Some had carried signs with slogans like "keep
public lands in public hands" but left them at the entrance of
the Department of State Lands building. State police stood at
the entrance and were scattered among the crowd of some
150. One woman's T-shirt said: "May the forest be with you."

Just three months ago, the board voted 2-1 to sell the 82,500-
acre Coastal Range forest to Lone Rock, a timber company
based in Roseburg, and a partnering Indian tribe. Gov. Kate
Brown, the lone dissenter at that meeting, forestalled the sale
by asking the Department of State Lands to consider having the
state pay the Common School Fund $100 million in state
bonding and partially decouple it from the forest, protecting
schools from financial vulnerability.

State Treasurer Tobias Read, who also is a board member, later
agreed with Brown, and suggested Oregon State University
have the option of buying the forest for research while still
allowing public access and timber harvesting.
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University President Edward J. Ray appeared before the board
and said he loves the idea. But, he added, "l don't have $121
million lying around." Ray said timber harvesting would have to
be robust enough to pay off the university's cost.

Secretary of State Dennis Richardson, another board member,
said he regretted the sale didn't go through in February but
recognized the forest would inevitably stay in public hands
even if he voted against it. He apologized to Lone Rock and to
Michael Rondeau, chief executive officer of the Cow Creek
Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians.

Rondeau testified the decision was another blow to regional
tribes that had been displaced from their ancestral lands about
150 years ago.

"Our tribe is still struggling today to rebuild our culture without
our homeland," Rondeau said, adding that he felt
"disappointment and frustration" after the tribe worked with
Lone Rock to make a proposal, sought by the land board two
years ago, to buy the forest for $221 million.

Brown told Rondeau tribes could still have a role in managing
forests. The Department of State Lands was directed to
"continue working with sovereign tribal governments to explore
ownership or additional forest management opportunities.”

Jake Gibbs, director of external affairs of Lone Rock Resources,
said before the vote that the company had put in a lot of work Recommended
to make the proposal, fulfilling a protocol that envisioned
maintaining forest and stream health, public access, job
creation and other economic benefits. He said the land board's
flip-flopping left the company in "an awkward spot ... some
decisiveness would be helpful.”
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Now that the decision has been made, Richardson said he
imagined Lone Rock and the tribe would seek compensation
from the state.

For his part, Richardson advocated trading part or all of the
forest for some of the federal lands that encompass roughly
half of Oregon that don't have old-growth forest or endangered
species, and where logging to benefit the schools could be
continued. He said it makes no sense for the state to pay $100
million in bonds for land it already owns, and that the interest
would burden future generations.

The land board directed the Department of State Lands to
consider all the proposals and move forward with a renewed
planning effort to keep the forest in public ownership.

Jim Green, executive director of the Oregon School Boards
Association, told the land board it must ensure the Common
School Fund receives full value for the forest land.

"That is what we owe our kids," he added later.

Follow Andrew Selsky on Twitter at
https://twitter.com/andrewselsky

Copyright 2017 The Associated Press (http://www.ap.org). All
rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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More Fixes for Texas' Troubled Child Welfare System
Advance (//www.usnews.com/news/best-
states/texas/articles/2017-05-10/more-fixes-for-texas-

troubled-child-welfare-system-advance?int=news-rec)
May 10, 2017

One proposal to boost Texas' beleaguered child welfare system
is moving closer to Gov. Greg Abbott's desk.

Maine's King: How About Comey to Lead Senate
Investigation (//www.usnews.com/news/best-
states/maine/articles/2017-05-10/maines-king-how-

about-comey-as-special-prosecutor?int=news-rec)
May 10, 2017

Independent Sen. Angus King of Maine say he was half-joking
when he suggested that fired director FBI Director James
Comey lead a special investigation into alleged Russian
meddling in the presidential election.

Kansas City Shooting Victim Calls 911 After 3 Shot to
Death (//www.usnews.com/news/best-
states/kansas/articles/2017-05-10/kansas-city-
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shooting-victim-calls-911-after-3-shot-to-death?
int=news-rec)
May 10, 2017

Authorities have arrested a man after a shooting victim
summoned police to a Kansas home where three bodies were
found.

Luis Miguel Settles Lawsuit That
Prompted His Arrest
(//www.usnews.com/news/best-
states/california/articles/2017-
05-10/luis-miguel-settles-
lawsuit-that-prompted-his-

(//www.usnews.com/news/best- arrest?int=news-rec)
states/california/articles/2017-  May 10,2017
05-10/luis-miguel-settles-
lawsuit-that-prompted-his-
arrest?int=news-rec)

An attorney says Luis Miguel has
settled a lawsuit filed by his former
manager that led to the Mexican
singer's arrest last week.

Authorities Kill Mountain Lion After Dog Attack in
Spearfish (//www.ushews.com/news/best-
states/south-dakota/articles/2017-05-10/authorities-
kill-mountain-lion-after-dog-attack-in-spearfish?
int=news-rec)

May 10,2017

The Spearfish Police Department says a mountain lion has
been killed by authorities after reports that the lion killed a dog.

3 Red Wolf Pups Join Pack at North Carolina Zoo
(//[www.usnews.com/news/best-states/north-
carolina/articles/2017-05-10/3-red-wolf-pups-ioin-
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pack-at-north-carolina-zoo?int=news-rec)
May 10, 2017

Something to howl about: The North Carolina Zoo says three
red wolf cubs have joined the pack.

Gay Conversion Therapy Ban Clears Senate, Heads to
Governor (//www.usnews.com/news/best-
states/connecticut/articles/2017-05-10/gay-
conversion-therapy-ban-clears-senate-heads-to-

governor?int=news-rec)
May 10, 2017

Legislation barring health care providers from conducting gay
conversion therapy with minors clears the Connecticut Senate
and moves to governor's desk.

Nevada Democrats Call for Hearing Into Corruption
Claim (//www.usnews.com/news/best-
states/nevada/articles/2017-05-10/nevada-democrats-

call-for-hearing-into-corruption-claim?int=news-rec)
May 10, 2017
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Nevada lawmakers are calling for a public hearing after a state
official provided a sworn statement saying meetings Attorney
General Adam Laxalt held with a Republican political donor and
Laxalt's subsequent legal advice may have amounted to
corruption.
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