OREGON CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

 On April 11, we had a meeting with Katie Cate and Glen Stonebrink of the Oregon Cattlemen’s Association. We had a discussion with them about the current conditions of the cattle industry. Mainly among the various topics we centered on the various lawsuits that have been filed over the years and about the Steens Mountain issue. In a related story to the lawsuits that were discussed Glen had an interesting story to tell us. The story involved a ranch, a river, environmentalists, and a road. The rancher used the river to water his cows and the environmentalists didn’t like this so they filed a lawsuit to remove the cows from the river. The rancher didn’t really care about watering his cows at the river as long as he could pipe water to high ground where most of the feed was. There was one problem to his plan though. He needed a road to put in the pipe that would carry the water to high ground. The only thing that resembled a usable road was an old unused road that was almost impassable. This would have put an end to the rancher’s plan, except for an old mining law that stated that that road was still under county control even though it had been many years since it was maintained. The judge presiding over the lawsuit dug up this law and ordered a “road grater” to make it usable again. This was done quietly and the environmentalists only learned of it after the fact. Of course they were quite unhappy about this and threatened the grater operator and the judge with lawsuits, but of course they turned out to be hollow threats because the environmentalists knew they would lose in a court battle against a judge with a law to support him. This is a true story. Glen can tell stories a lot better than me, but hey I had to try. 
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The Harney County students listening to Katie Fast and Glen Stonebrink talk about issues in Harney County. (Front to Back: Chance Peila, David Mcmanus, Tiffany Davies, Jimmy Zamora, Nana Lapham and Ann Marie Pimm)  
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This is a picture from the meeting with the OCA. Tony Svejcar is in the center with another camera and Mrs. Pimm is to the right.
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