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SENATOR GORDON SMITH'S OFFICE
On the third day of our trip, April 18 we went to the office of Senator Gordon Smith. He was currently unavailable due to a schedule change, so he was represented by his spokesperson Gary Schmidt. Gary gave us a little background on what goes on in the senator’s daily life. He also informed us on the election that will take place in November.
Gary told us that the senator has a policy that all letters and phone calls must be responded to within the next two days regardless of the content. I got the impression that the senator has a fairly firm grasp of our issues in Eastern Oregon. His spokesperson told us that he is very supportive of the ranching community and keeps the ranchers best interest at all times. We think that he does a lot more good in Eastern Oregon than most people give him credit for.
Next a man by the name of Martin Dorn came and answered many of the questions we asked. He told us where the senator stands on issues such as Steens Mountain. He feels that the needs of the ranchers are just as important as the wants and desires of recreational enthusiasts. He does not support the idea to transform the Steens into a national park. He feels that there are certain areas the cattle should not be permitted to graze on. I personally felt that he was a fair man and fully supports the Eastern Oregon way of life.


