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	Kows For Kids in downtown Portland.
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	Carol and one of the Kows, near the world trade center in Portland.
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	Shucking oysters at Dan and Louie’s Oyster Bar.
(Photo: Marlon Dick)


Our experience in Portland was exciting and a lot different from what we are used to. Portland is so much larger and the landscape and culture differs from what’s in Burns. For example; they use the Max, which is a light rail train that gets the general public from place to place in a very short amount of time. The Max was free, convenient and fun.

Our trip to the Lloyd center was an eye opening experience for us. We saw people from various races and cultural backgrounds. The population in Burns is predominately Caucasian and rural. This was an exciting trip for us to get out and interact with people of different backgrounds.

While walking downtown we noticed a few of the 100 fiberglass life-size cows outside of stores. These cows are part of the Kows for Kids fundraiser. Local artists were given the opportunity to create these unique cows to make the public more aware of the children facing severe social, mental, and emotional problems. These cows will be auctioned off sometime in mid-June and the money made will go to charity.

The focus of our trip was how cattle and grazing are affected by urban and suburban activities. We noticed the landscape outside the city wasn’t fit for grazing. All of the ferns, trees and other plants would make it difficult for cattle to graze for forage. They need a variety of grasses and legumes to get a balanced diet.

For dinner that night we went to Dan and Louie’s Oyster Bar and for the first time we all tried raw oysters. This will probably be the last time for a lot of us! 

