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RARDY CRIER ELLITT

A Sketch by
His Granddaughter, Bess A. Clough
October 26, 1961

k in June of 1852, where he bought the squatiers right of Joseph

Creek 1 s

. ; sal ¥n ; 2 Dl ~
V' KanLh e was a floorless cabin which stood on the creek ..ulsl\\ | .Suu[\_'lv:” P

g W An old apple tree still stands that mark:

P — is now the Johns ranch. &n id 2 ‘ fnarks

UL . hat}:e little cabin stood. Mr. Elliff had crossed the plains wiih t

- DY CRIER ELLIFF, a pioneer to southern Cregon _arrived on Cow
.HAR .

=
o

ranch

headed by Capt. Barton.
" noue Co., a group of 30 young men
T andi:f;:);:alloof 18«g49 and arrived at the little settlement now known as
e came - -
"ll;l;uygh and Ready, California.

/ f
e iff w in 1822, Sumner Coumy,@ He was the son o
M(:l. Ellzlllz]ffff‘a;:i:coc?d;m of John Elliff who came Trom England 'm l6l?ﬁ.leanic;

Everz'u' ; Elliff of German descent. Hardy’s mother spoke very : ']"he

gee o l'(e[rolfll as one of a family of at least three girls and four boys.

e En'ghSh. er:v oldest, Eliza, Mary and Celia. Celia, the youngest, was m:r-
g wer:(il re\e Sht:. died :aarly in life with no children. Our g_randmol ler
gei(‘jf;zli/:;:sai(?Ce}l,i.a‘s husband was a relative of the well-known Kinney family

i
of Jack.sonville: c;r:gr\:;]'Rowe. She had one son, at least that we lglow of, by c;hc:
Ehﬁ-'n:rkni-le in tum had one son, Phillip, who was mostly raised byf ;l]ar h)i ;
;:I::g(;st :Jrotl;er William. We do not at this time recall much of any of the
. i ily.
= %Mg\ynE;lcl)g;o\:/;? }t;?;nni(y, who died as a young man Ie§s thén 20, al;!;i;:ie{,
the subji-ct of this sketch, Thomas who followed Hardy to Cahfcl)(rma af::ming i,;
and William, the youngest, who remainet_j at hon?e and took up
northeast Missouri where he spent almost his entire life. s T ekt
The family emigrated to Wisconsin from Tennessee‘v; c:re.or S

the father bought land and lived and died there: Mr. -Elhf.t:e;: i

B e bt b ot 0 o ﬁ:cat’lqliz ;;lr]lesdbl;l‘:}fin:idn)\'e“gad married men who

the boys out to work. ‘ ! ‘ g e
had :1{;::5“?: I]linoig Hardy resented his fz_uhe:r s dommeen:g fv::r;a ha:mel;n g(xj'
when his father had administered a severe \yhlpplqg, he ran a\: S): S Ttwar
found work along the riverfront in the thriving river town of St.

i ears old at that time. ‘ oo :
abou;l:‘%vh;.: E:ins)tlrapping young fellow over six feet ta.l}‘a:zd wevxghmc\}?].g(s)ego;r;:e
or better. He saved his money until he a_ccumula_teu ;4(1().&-;;1%1:33. by
nver front property which was later to fmanf:e his trip to il
sumed Tom eventually joined him in St. Louis where he, too,
time.
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Following the death of the father, Everard Elliff, William broug
ther to northeast Missouri, where with the older brother Tom’s help

William never learned to read or write; nevertheless, he was an

ness man, and accumulated more worldly goods than either of h
turous brothers. He married Mary Hyde and they had one son
Hardy,

There is no history of Hardy’s education or where he acquired it, by som

place in his long career he must have had the benefit of

and personal letters and habits in reading indicate he was a man of so

by the nap,

SOme moy
than ordinary learning. He was alway

s always known as a great storyteller ap

lightful host, but on the other hand, when roused, he had a temper t
might be feared by any man. He was himself fearless. There was no br
show-off in his nature.
When he w

issouri, either thr
.

as around 26, the story of the fabulous g

geiner with eight companic

e he
QiUID 10

joined

1 C
neers, they were single and couid travel faster than families who came b
bersome covered wagon and ox teams. T

e
hey had buckboards, horse and my]
drawn vehicles, and riding horses. The trip as far

out was fast and unevent ful with no startling incidents save one.

When they were presumed to be in western Nebraska, one of the
ill with cholera. This young man was extremely ill and they didn’t ex
live the night through, so council was held and grandfather Har
stay with him and bury him and catch up with them t}
with a shovel to dig a grave, Hardy settled down.

Before they bedded down for the night, at which time Grandfath
him as comfortable as possible, he said
of that good cold water from the spring there — I’'m
what’s the difference..”” Cold water, su
erer. Grandfather complied with his wishes, rolled up his own blankets and
awaited the morning. When he woke

up the next morning, frost was all over
their blankets and he said, ‘““Hank, are you there?”’ and the answer was, ‘“‘Yes,
Hardy, and I feel like I could g0 on and catch up with the boys.”’ Grandfather
fixed a little bit of breakfast, saddled the horses, took the shovel he’d never
needed, got Hank on his horse, and away they went, catching up with the train

about four that afternoon. Hank arrived in California hale and hearty along
with the rest of them.

We believe it took not much more than a month to make the crossing as
they used faster transportation (horses and mules instead of oxen).

We just presumed these young men branched out, prospected for gold and
we’ve always understood that grandfathe
Rough and Ready, California.

ht the Mo

’ theV :
chased a farm and made a home for his mother until she died. ” Py
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instruction for hig pape:‘
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HARDY CRIER ELLIFF was a noted resident of southgm Dpuglas

County. He was a Donation Land Claim settler, having arrived in Oreé

gon in 1850 and settled on his claim at some daz_‘e berween.JuI),r 1” ] 8_3

and December 16, 1853. He served in the Indian Wars invol ving the
] d other bands of Southwestern Oregon.

= Clough collection, Douglas County Museum

29

b Slas Sttt s e S e e
$-= o3 Y

TN |

- ; j
agp 4 ak
# :

N —— e e

o m——

T

it il S B b i L




o ———

+4 44

SEAFEAL LI

ki
PERY <4 S

3
et b 4 S st B

RN B IS,

The next spring, they evidently worked their way north. Some fabulo
mines had been discovered near what is now Yreka. Grandfather spen
time mining around Hawkinsville north of Yreka, a little for
most that marks it today is a small red brick Catholic Church.

One of his friends vith him as far north at least as the Redding-Yreka
area ... a man named\Tetherow) He married and settled down there and for many
years there was a large group of Tetherows in that section.

Grandfather mined along the Klamath River some, and it’s always beep my
understanding that he got as far west as the famous Indian camp site on the KJa.
math River( Happy Camp.)For some Teason or other, he'didn’t temain there too
mme on to the Jacksonville-Southern Oregon area. It’s presumed Quite
probably that his brother Thomas Jjoined him here in Southern Oregon or Nor-
thern California. At any rate, they made their way to the Blackwell Diggins near
Gold Hill and by this time gold had also been discovered in fairly sizable amounts
along the Rogue. The Couniry was becoming populated and that well-known
pioneer figure of Southern Oregon, (Uncle) Jerry Vannoy had established a
river ferry and trading poOst on the Rogue a few miles west of Grants Pass. Byt
still the Elliff boys had sand in their shoes and came north to what was then Gales-
ville, later the Levens Stage Station and at the present time is owned by the
Johnson brothers.

Evidently they thought that this was it for grandfather bought out Joseph
Knott, whose little cabin and store site as I previously mentioned, are markeq:

On the Johns ranch today by an apple tree about three miles north of the old

decided to Tarm and acquired

he put in a little stock of store
he could get hold of it — just a meager stock.

Knott e to Canyonville where he established a store there, mentioned in
the booklet, ¥One Hundred Years in Canyonville.’ By this time, pack trains
< ; o-tne-RegueRIVET Valley from the thriving port of -

us golqd
L SOme

Galesville Stage Station. There they presumable
m and cattle, and I think

g00

gotten village, The
w

by boat from San Francisco, an@pupplied
onville. Although the road

Ottsburg, which was suppli
them and th&r horses as t ey passed thro
, it was being used to transport
the miners (among the luxuries

was crude and cruel to a good many imigrants
the bare necessities and a few luxuries of life to
was liquor).

Pack train captains were rugged souls but none more rugged tha@
he only woman to run a train over the Scottsburg-Rogue River rowre Tor

several seasons and is presumed to have made a tidy sum for herself. It took a
pretty rugged woman to overcome the elements, the hostile [ndians, and the tough

- manded the regulars.* The crucial batile took place on Table Rock. The Indians
elt fairly safe. They could face

Gen. Lane and his regulars and see them coming,
but grandfather’s group came up from the rear and the Indians all of a sudden

Cat Gned®

terrain to deliver her . ‘
During(August 1853,) the Rogue Indians became hostile and on August 4.
14-15 grandfather captained a group of volunteers while Gen. Joseph Lane com- |

i

|
I

|
|

)
-

REBECCA MELVI!

1

aunts and families, M
made her home with
son) and in the sprii
Elliff’s stockade and
November 15, 1853.
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KE D crossed the plains in 1852 with her two

REBECCA MELVINA BA She

aunts ana s~ Mrs. Jacob Wortman and Mrs'. Carqlme Mdej'é o
made her home with_the Nidey family near %
son) and’in the spring of 1853 ¥ame south wit e;'s'taymg‘; -
Elliff’s stockade and Ta ort Vannoy. She married T1ardy

ovember 15, 1853.

’—/_‘\Huron Clough collection, Douglas County Museum
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he Indians throy,
le. Such as this

dations. My grang
r he was not 5 m

€ one thing he deep.
shot a squaw durip
hiefs at a campfire
or him. She pagseq

vO aunts and their
: W‘ortmans Settled
nville at thjs time,
and Nellie Nidey
with his pregnan
olera and all died,

at Santiam City,
e in the gold rush
le and came dowp
852. In the mean-
in the Spring he |
lelvina Baker and |

he 6th or 9th of
ce of a road al- !
€, a pretty, slim, ;
> entire distance, {
crossed Canyon |
]
!

take note: The
e down to their I
'y or out of the {
valking up Can-

d sat down on
d asked them to

MELVINA BAKER ELLIFF)is pictured here in later years, after her

iy

marriage to Hardy Elliff. Her first child, Alice, was born in the fall of
1854 in the EIliff cabin with the heip of Mrs. Fanny Levens, a mid-
wife, an titia ““Aunt Tish’’ Carson, a Negress who lived with the
Elliffs. While forted up in the(Galesville stockade Yuring the Rogue Riv-

er Indian Wars, baby Alice died.
Huron Clough collection, Douglas County Museum
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come in, But grandmother said it was improper until her aunt arrived so th
out on the porch. The Nideys arrived shortly thereafter and spent the night.

The Indians were again showing signs of hostility and Hardy (probably not {
without selfish interests) persuaded Mr. Nidey to leave the women folk and chilg. :

ren there where there was less danger, and to go on and fix up some kind of hap;_
tation for the family. Nidey’s

.‘ place lies at the foot of Sexton Moum;ﬁnm.

‘ Jump Off Joe Creek alth@ﬁﬂoiesn’( bear his name.

“ -~ At the end of Six weeks, when Nidey came back, grandfather Hardy was

loath to see the ladies leave and had already proposed, according to grandmoth.

i er, nine times (probably because she wouldn’t accept him the first time). The

‘ Nideys and Melvina and George moved out and lived near Fort Vannoy SWL

( /Rogue a few miles west of Grants Pass. Neediess to say, grandfather foungge.

; casions T0 make many trips in that direction and on one of them he Joined one

| of his friends and neighbors, John Fullerton of Canyonville who was coming to

1 welcome his wife and little boy arriving at the ferry by wagon train. James Gaz-

' ley and John Fullerton came west together to look the situation over and each

had left a wife and son apiece in the east. When they were settled, the men flipped

{ a coin to see who would go back to get their families (the other saying to care

for their ranches), and Gazley was the winner. Grandmother said that night she

r and grandfather and Fullerton crossed on the ferry to meet the travelers and

, thus our families have known each other since the fall of 1853.

, Grandmother was 18 that fall and married grandfather November 15, 1853
(from family Bible). quire Day, the old gentleman for whom Days Creek was |
named, periormed the ceremony. I presume when he did that he was local Jus-
tice of the Peace, no marriage license was needed in those days.

They came home that night over the mountains. Grandfather had made one
concession to taking a bride and had laid a hand-hewn floor in half of the cabin. |
A lady and gentleman, whose names | don’t recall, lived in the other half — he

ran the store and she cooked. Shortly thereafter, they moved into the Willamette f
Valley.

€Y sat

. |
Aunt Tish Carson and small son Jack, freed Negro slaves, came to be with_|
grandmother and stayed a year or so Grandmother’s oldest girl, Alice, was born |

the fall of 1854 and Aunt Tish took care of her during delivery and was helped |
by Aunt Fanny Tevens, a midwife and wife of a storekeeper. f
{
|

i In the fall of 1855, the Indians on Cow Cmﬁostile. Grandmother
said warriors complete with war pai

Tish. e themselves p

nt and feathers came in one daj Welrshe was |

7 ; ; . Grandmo er,j
] who'ty that time W quite a Tittle jargonm, ‘ade them get out |

i of the house.
~—In grandfather’s papers, October 5, (Oct. 9, quote Wallings) was a beaur | ¥
| tiful day when word came they’d massacred part of the Harris family near Jump l
Off Joe. A son aged 10 was killed on the way to the vegetable garden and the
father shot in the chest as he was coming home.* The Hanley sisters of Jackson-
ville are descended from the girl, aged 12, who with her mother, held those In-
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in one day when she was «5 "
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THOMAS ELLIFF was a brother to Hardy C. Elliff and was also a : |
Donation Land Claim settler. Born in 1828 in Sumner Co.um‘,y,‘ Ten- ‘
nessee, he came to Oregon in June 1852, and .se!.’led on his cj.azm on
July 2, 1853, adjoining the claim of Hardy Elliff. Thomas Elliff never |
married; he returned east in 1861.

Huron Clough collection, Douglas County Museum
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those days. i

" |
The e re rescued by white volunteers who rode ahead to warm g

settlers.(Mrs. Nidey,)a widow at that time, was taken to the stockade at the Hark.'\"‘-’

ness house on Graves Creek. People of the lower end of the Cow Creek Valley _
the Redfields and others — went into the stockade on the Bentley place whigh
used still mar
grandmother, baby Alice, Aunt Tish
the Galesville Stockade where they spent nine months forted u
"The Indians shot two white men, up from the Johnson
side, killing one and wounding another. First, the men put some hor
into the Stockade and then grandfather volunteered at dusk to goon

and Jack down (,
from the Indjang

son whom the Indians multilated horribly. Later |
as it became really dark, grandfather got Mynatt into the fort where h
for and lived a reasonable lifetime thereafter.

|
Although men had locked horses and cattle in the Stockade for their use |

€ Was careq |

down and he’s buried there on the hiliside.

Grandfather, who had placed a pumpkin head lit with a tallow dip in the !
window of his cabin, dared the old Chief (Chief Jim of the Cow Creek) to burm |
his cabin, but the old guy said, ‘‘No, me see Hardy in the window’’. Later the |
Indians did just that — burned the cabin, hay, grain, killed the stock, and drove |
@ﬁg% Grand'f_eTher’s papers show he lost $18,000 at that time — p?cj
tically everything he had. !

The U.S. Government never would reimburse any of these people for their

losses for it said no war had been declared. Baby Alice died in the fort, probably

because of improper food. One time when grandmother was in the kitchen fix-
imgﬁ%b_yfa spent bullet rolled under her skirts. She always re-
gretted that she hadn’t picked it up for a souvenir.

Grandfather and the other man went back and forth at night to tend
what they had left on their places. They always left some men at the fort with the
women. In 1856, the government came to their rescue.

During the war of 1855, at the big
dale, the Indians were commanded by

battle on Hungry Hill northwest of Glen-
and Indian princess and the whites by Lt.
re they used a small cannon mounted on
» Mrs. Manning’s grandfather,

The Indians were subdued at last and put on reservations in the Grand Ronde
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dians at bay all night. It took stout-hearted women to face the emergencieg Ofl

place on a open hi.!
ses and Cattle |

foot to carry |
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-~

MRS. JACOB
Stumbo and ¢
other member.
John, with th
amette River
Minnville, stil
Rebecca Melvi

4




2N to face the €mergencieg of

who rode ahead to
1to the stockade at
d of the Cow Creek
 on the Bentley pl
I marks of the o]
Aunt Tish and Ja
s forted up from ¢

warm

Valley _
ace which
d Stockage
ck down ¢,
he Indiang
ohnson place on 4 Open hjjj.
Nl put some horses and catfle
t dusk to go on foot to ¢

the Ha_rk:"f

|

|

s

:

iy

W b

-

8B AR 350t

-

P

e of safety in a ravine, The
s multilated horribly. Later
the fort where he Was careq |

the Stockade for their yge
nights later, the Indiang Je
~men got Charley Johnsop

it with a tallow dip in the

BT s W

[N 19 !
e

LD U TRl B

S

T ——

sl | 128

f the Cow Creek) to burp

n the window’’. Later the |
clled the stock, and drove '
3,000 at that time — prac- |

of these people for thejr {
died in the fort, probably |
°r was in the kitchen fix-
her skirts. She always re-

id forth at night to tend
-men at the fort with the |

Hill northwest of Glen-
ss and the whites by Lt.
all cannon mounted on
Manning’s grandfather,
fired, the mouth of the ‘
gs had been ignored i |
and almost demolished

}
I
ns in the Grand Ronde |

s b e Siih

HES e e
T it il il S

ey

.

%
i —
&

MRS JACOB WORTMAN was a pioneer of 1852. She wzs bborndEli:;
: 7 train with her husband a

Stumbo and crossed the plains by wagon te;

otZer members of her family. Jacob Wortman and Mflfe had c;lne ;ZZ-
John, with them on this trek. After serving some time bon kt e g
amette River steamboats, Jacob Wortmqn Sfounded a ban ;Z E e
Minnville, still owned by descendants. Eliza ZVog[r[nfc}n was an

Melvina Baker, who became Mrs. Har 'y Elliff.
. Dama Sexton Lennon collection, Douglas County Museum
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area. A few were allowed to visit their old homes at intervals where they woy|q
spend their visit grieving and mourning.

Grandfather was a gr d to take up property and bought every Other |
section aro 1at_had shake or post timber, At the time of his death, he hag
5 acres on Cow Creek with what would be about $2 million

worth of timpe
today.

Grandfather turned over his farm to his oldest daughte 3 :
husband, Jess Dewey, who had one daughter, Edith. My mother Margaret Ade|.
@as the second daughter to live and married Joseph L. Clough; parents of
A. Clough and Huron W, Clough. George Elliff, the only son, farmed apg
mined on Cow Creek and in the Graves Creek area and married Lola Bailey ang
had one daughter and three sons. Celia married Alphonse Peter Lagenberg ang
had a son and daughter. Lucretia married James Shay and had no childrep,
Eva married Frank O. Plotner and had two daughters, both deceased. The last
child born to grandmother and grandfather died in infancy and was to have been
named Thomas for grandfather’s bachelor brother, who returned to Missouri ip
1861 to make his home with his brother, William. William came out to Oregon by
train in 1871.
Grandfather’s health broke when he was in his late 60’s and he developed
dropsy from which he died in Nov. 1894, He never drank or smoked in his en-

tire lifeti t during his octor persuaded him 16 try o smoke

a pipe. This he did with disastrous results to his digestive organs Tor if make him

Grandfather moved down farther west in the valley living on his various

places and died on the place which family records call the Deeds place on Windy
Creek, where the house is still standing.

He was one of many who lived a rugged life of the early west. Presumably

they enjoyed it for they wouldn’t have it any other way. There are many names
that can be added to his who made the upper Cow Creek habitable for future

Riddle area) and the Mynatts and many others that this writer doesn’t recall but |
deserve a place in the history of southern Douglas County.
This biography of my grandfather would hardly be complete without a few ,
of his favorite stories which illustrate his sense of humor, his patriotism, and his |
sense of justice. |
dfather used to fatten ho s, dress them out and sell them t inese
iners on Starv .. I'his part of the coun ¥ was well populated with |
wild animals, cougars in particular, and this incident illustrated grandfather’s
love of a practical joke. Delivering a hog one day, grandfather shot a cougar

he came to a log before the Chinese miner’s cabin, he arranged the cougar there-
on in a life like pose and went on up to the cabin. “‘Boys”’, he said, “I’ve got your
pork down there but I’m not strong enough to carry it; you’ll have to go and get
it yourself.” They cheerfully aquiesced and trotted off down the trail. The first
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GEORGE W. STUMBO'S parents both died of cholera

while crossing
: the plains to Or: in 1852. His father, Georgg Stun'rbo Sr. was a bro-
: er to Mrs. Eliza Wortman and Mrs. Caroline deey,. members o{
the same wagon train. George W. Stumbo, Jr. whose picture appears

1 t, Mrs. Nidey.
here, was brought on to Douglas County by his aunt,
Dama Sexton Lennon collection, Douglas County Museum ;
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China boy jumped over the log and lit practically on top of the cougar. The scre
and blast that went up when they discovered it could have be
in their native land and the air was full of a variety of Chinese cuss words

It may be of some interest to this generation who are now dealing with the

Russians to know that at one time, in fact 1884, a Russian colony settled op the
Sether ranch a mile south

ned to just stand up before the colony and declare their intentions.

However, law and order had settled in this community by this time and 3
marriage license and a minister or justice of the peace were required to make a
marriage legal. They were quite defiant and said they wanted to live under thejr
own laws. However, they were persuaded to have the justice of the peace come
over from Glendale to perform the ceremony.

It wasn’t long after this that someone got to stealing their sheep and they

came to grandfather for help. He said, ““Now, look here, my friends, when jt
came to a matter of your obedience to our laws, you were very defiant. You want
help now, when you’re in trouble, so if you’re going to live in this country
and enjoy the protection and liberties of thij
recover your livestock, but remember,
it’s a funny wheel that doesn’t roll two ways.”’

So the Russians complied and how
have no idea, but theijr way of life was ¢
farm and make a living and eventually ha
city where their technical knowledge was of a
Douglas County.

Around 1878, grandfather’s friends, Fullerton and Gazley and a Mr. Fink
of Roseburg, conceived the idea of ditching out a little bit of mud and water be-

tween the corduroys (log roads) b n_Canyonville and the iff ranch and
upon occasion sent a man to keep it in repair an arge a toll. Stages, wag-

ons, etc. were charged$2.50 a ro trip for T2 miles, a man on orseback paid
75 cents and a person afoot, i
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STvA‘GE DRIVER’S TOUCH. Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Clough are shown with their team and cart

on the old Days Creek road near Canyonville in this glass plate negative photo from the CAN-

YON CREEK CURRENT. Clough was an expert driver, having held the reins on many six-

horse teams during his days as a stagecoach driver.

Douglas County Museum
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AUTHOR AND MOTHER. This photo, taken about 1891, shows Mrs.
Joseph L. Clough and her daughter, the late Bess Clough. Mrs. Clough,
the former Addie Elliff, was the mother of the late Huron Clough as
well, and the grandmother of Huron’s daughters, Donna, Jean and

oanh, the latter the wife of Ralph Sandstede.
Huron Clough collection, Douglas County Museum
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THIS EARLY PHOTO shows Hardy EMNiff’s grandchildren, Bess and
Huron Clough. Both are now deceased; Bess Clough was the author of
the story of Hardy Elliff, and Huron Clough serye : :
issioner. They were the children
lough and Margaret Adeline
and Huron in s the photo was takern
Huron Clough collection, Douglas County Museum
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